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Abstract

This study explores Muslim historians’ perceptions of the Mongols through a critical analysis of the
historical narratives of Ibn al-Athir, Ibn Kathir, and al-Dhahabi, in light of Social Identity Theory. The
research aims to uncover the psychological and social dynamics underlying historical writing during
periods of civilizational trauma and collective shock. It reveals that these historians were not mere
chroniclers of events but symbolic agents actively engaged in reconstructing Islamic collective identity,
redefining the boundaries of the self, and reinterpreting the Mongol “Other” through theological
frameworks. The historical text emerges here as a tool of psychological resistance and collective
meaning-making, through lamenting documentation, moral-religious interpretation, and identity
categorization. The study also demonstrates the effectiveness of applying social psychology—especially
Social Identity Theory—to the analysis of Islamic historiographical discourse.
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